University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Library Philosophy and Practice (e-journal)

Libraries at University of Nebraska-Lincoln

January 2022

Copyright, Altruism, Trust Factors In the Use of Institutional
Repositories by Teachers of Northeast Central Universities of
Assam
Susmita Das
Assam University, susmitadassilchar@gmail.com

Mukut Sarmah
Assam University, drmsarmah@gmail.com

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Collection Development and Management Commons,
Scholarly Communication Commons, and the Scholarly Publishing Commons

Das, Susmita and Sarmah, Mukut, "Copyright, Altruism, Trust Factors In the Use of Institutional
Repositories by Teachers of Northeast Central Universities of Assam" (2022). Library Philosophy and
Practice (e-journal). 6666.
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/6666

COPYRIGHT, ALTRUISM, TRUST FACTORS IN THE USE OF
INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES BY TEACHERS OF
NORTHEAST CENTRAL UNIVERSITIES OF ASSAM
By
1

Susmita Das

Librarian, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Assam- 786182, India.
Email- susmitadassilchar@gmail.com
2

Mukut Sarmah

Associate Professor, Dept. of Library and Information Science,
Assam University- 788011, India.
Email- drmsarmah@gmail.com

Abstract
This study tries to determine the current Institutional Repository (IR) scenario in the central
university libraries of Assam. A systematic questionnaire for the respondents was developed to
capture the primary data. The surveys were handed out or sent to the target groups, and they
were returned by hand or e-mail. Many conditions must be satisfied to properly establish IRs.
According to the current study, the main hurdles to IRs in central university libraries of Assam
are lack of technical assistance and high-speed internet connection. Why are certain academics
allowed to see their work while others are not? What would make it possible for teachers to share
their knowledge resources to help knowledge societies thrive? The Open Education Resources
(OER) movement promotes the free and open sharing of educational resources. This study
monograph demonstrates the positive attitude towards others among higher education instructors
in India, which is driven to use the resources and distribute them for altruistic motives.
Keywords: Institutional Repository, IRs; copyright; Central Universities Libraries; Assam;
Altruism, Copyright, Trust Factor.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Many worldwide initiatives for attaining openness in various domains, such as open-source
software, open educational materials, research literature, technological standards, open data, and
so on, have occurred in the twenty-first century. Since the beginning of the conventional library,
Library and InformationScience (LIS) professionals have used open access as a notion in
librarianship. The notion of Open Access has arisen as a new avatar in the digital era for making
open materials available to necessary researchers in an open setting. Many academic institutions
throughout the world have taken up Open Access Initiatives to make their intellectual work more
accessible. A wide variety of academic, research and intellectual interests can be supported at
universities around the country. Northeast India is home to more than 50 universities, including
public and private institutions. The study attempts to take a closer look at how these central
universities are implementing their programs to achieve this goal. In this sense, this study aims to
focus on a few fundamental topics.
Digital assets developed by academics, such as journals, magazines, conference
proceedings, theses, photos, databases, administrative documents, course notes, learning objects,
etc., may be stored in an IR. An institution's intellectual output can be freely and openly accessed
through an IR, which can be a repository for a single division or a large organization. Documents
published or unpublished by an institution, its faculty, researchers, and students are included in
this category.
The IR, as described by Raym Crow (2002), is a digital archive of an institution's
intellectual output generated by academics, research personnel, and students that is accessible to
end-users both inside and outside the organisation.
The technology, software, and personnel needs are the most important factors in
designing and constructing IRs. DSpace, Greenstone, E-pints, and Fedora are the most popular
IR software packages. Gujarat is hosting one of India's biggest operating IRs, and ShodhGanga is
a repository of Indian theses produced by the INFLIBNET Centre.
The most crucial goal of constructing an IR is to manage, protect, and sustain academic
institutions' digital assets, intellectual outputs, and histories. The majority of IR software is freely
available online, however, to install IR at the institutions, suitable computer infrastructure is
required. Financial issues, a lack of authority's support, a lack of infrastructure, a lack of
technical support, an absence of appropriate guidance, a lack of high-speed internet connection, a
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lack of library space, and preservation issues are all significant issues to implementing IRs in
institutions.

2. CENTRAL UNIVERSITIES
Central universities, also known as union universities in India, are governed by the Ministry of
Education's Department of Higher Education and are established by an Act of Parliament.
Private universities are approved by the University Grants Commission (UGC). There are 54
central institutions on the UGC's list of central universities as of March 31, 2021.
Assam University was founded in 1994, following the passage of the Assam (Central)
University Act 1989. Assam University has two campuses, one in Silchar and the other in Diphu.
Silchar Campus has 39 departments, whereas Diphu Campus has 11 departments. The Assam
University Central Library began developing its own IR as part of the National Digital Library of
India (NDL of India) pilot project, which was funded by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD). As of August 31, 2016, the IR had 7000 holdings, including 986 theses,
and was still growing at a faster rate.
Tezpur University was established by an Act of Parliament in the same year of 1994.
Initially, the university finctioned from the premises of the Darrang College, in Tezpur but later
the authority acquired its own land at Napaam, which is about 15 km (9.3 mi) east of Tezpur,
area totalling 262 acres (106 ha) and the premises of the University was shifted to its presents
location. Tezpur University has a total of 32 departments along with other educational centres.
The ETD Repository@TU is digital library of Theses and Dissertations of Tezpur University
which hosts for more than 1228 theses and still processing more.
3. OPEN ACCESS
Open Access has been the subject of several debates in the recent past (OA). Libraries and
information systems in smaller institutions or less developed regions of the world might profit
significantly from the open-access model by having better and more efficient access to academic
resources. Scientists, educators, publishers, research groups, and library organizations all lent
their support to the campaign owing to a decrease in journal subscription or R&D
expenditures.The Budapest Open Access Initiatives, Berlin Declarations (2003), and Bethesda
Statementon (2003), collectively known as the BBB declarations, have served as important
intellectual underpinnings for promoting the objectives and values of open access. The Open
Access India (OAI), an advocacy group, issued the "Delhi Declaration on Open Access" on
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February 14, 2018. The declaration received more than 120 signatures from India and other
countries in the global south within the first two weeks of its introduction. The proclamation also
marked the sixteenth anniversary of the Budapest Open Access Initiatives, widely considered the
foundation of the open access movement.
4. OPEN ACCESS and IR
Clifford Lynch, Director of the Coalition for Networked Information, defines an IR as "a
collection of services that a university provides to its community members for the administration
and dissemination of digital content created by the institution and its community members." It is
an organisational commitment to the long-term preservation, management, and, where
appropriate, access or distribution of these digital artefacts (Lynch, 2003). For the most part, it
contains research outputs such as journal papers, pre-prints, electronic theses, and dissertations
(ETDs), e-learning objects, lesson plans, and administrative data. As an alternative to
institutional archives, subject-specific archives house specialized collections of documents. The
arXiv (Physics repository), PubMed Central, RePEc (Research Papers in Economics),
MEDLINE, the Librarian's Digital Library (LDL), OpenMed@NIC, Vidyanidhi, and other
discipline repositories are some examples of these.
5. INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY (IR)
These services and technologies are available to the university community as a way of collecting
digital assets created by its students and faculty and making them available for research and
educational purposes. Theses and dissertations, book chapters, data sets, conference papers,
instructional materials, lecture notes and other multimedia items are examples of digital content
that can be included. However, these aren't the only solutions available to you. Even if a
repository's community comprises researchers and students, teachers of central university of
Assam were the only ones taken into this research. The

greatest

platform

for

academic

information dissemination and storage is IRs (IRs). Teachers are the primary source for
organising intellectual information into an IR. A steady flow of research submissions is a vital
requirement for an IR's growth and development. Only a few Indian universities have functional
IRs, and it has been noted that IRs are receiving a lot less attention from academics these days,
which is something we should be worried about. Faculty engagement is a key roadblock to the
development of IR. So, an attempt was undertaken to investigate participants’ awareness of IRs.
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6. COPYRIGHT
It is a legal term used to define the rights that artists have over their literary and creative works,
such as copyright. Everything from books and music to computer programmes and databases to
ads and technical drawings is all covered by copyright laws. An intellectual property owner has a
legal right to copy their work. Copyright, in a nutshell, is the right to reproduce something. Only
those who have been granted permission to copy a product's work by its original producers are
allowed to do so. Before becoming public domain, a copyrighted work can be used and
reproduced indefinitely by its original creators without permission from anyone.
Once copyright is in the public domain, the original content producers have unique rights
to continue using and copying the work for a period. Copyright is a sort of intellectual property
that allows its owner to create unlimited copies of creative works for a certain period of time.
Creative endeavours include writing, teaching, music, and painting. The purpose of copyright is
to preserve the creative representation of an idea rather than the idea itself. Copyright may be
restricted for public interest reasons, as in the case of the fair use argument in the United States.
7. ALTRUISM
Selfless caring for others driven by a desire to help others rather than a sense of responsibility
based on duty, allegiance, or religion is referred to as altruism. It requires taking action because
you care about the well-being of others. Altruism is the idea and moral practise of caring about
the happiness of others, whether human or animal, with the goal of improving one's material and
spiritual well-being. In many cultures, it is seen as a traditional value, as well as a fundamental
component of many religious and secular worldviews. Cultures and faiths, on the other hand,
have different objects of attention.
Other forms of reciprocal altruism include doing things to aid others with the expectation
that they would return the favour. Altruism is the concept and moral practice of caring for the
well-being of others, which leads to improved material and spiritual quality of life. In various
civilizations, as well as a significant component of some religious traditions and secular world
views, the notion of "the other," to whom attention is directed, varies between cultures and
faiths. In extreme cases, generosity may be connected to selflessness, the opposite of egoism.
8. LITERATURE REVIEW
Rowlands, Nicholas, and Huntingdon (2004) author-researcher communities have a low
preference for depositing their work in IRs. They discovered that open access publishing's
5

alternative economic model and copyright knowledge were both low. Researchers' awareness of
the problem was disturbingly poor. 15% of people who took the time to answer the question did
so. They claimed they have no intention of submitting their work to a repository, more people
expressed concerns about quality and preservation, which has been on the rise. the landscape of
digital information.
Swan and Brown (2005) who studied writers' self-archiving habits found that many were
unaware of the opportunity to make their work freely available. SHERPA/guideline is known by
10% of writers, whereas 30% of respondents utilize specialized OAI search engines to access the
open repository. ROMEO's self-archiving publication rights policy. More and more people are
deciding to upload their work directly to a website instead of submitting it to an institution or
subject-based repository. When it comes to depositing their works in a repository, most authors
will readily comply with a request from their job or research sponsor. There is evidence that
writers are reluctant to self-archive because of the perceived time commitment and technological
challenges involved.
Foster and Gibbons (2005) 25 academics were questioned as part of an investigation on the
determinants of contribution. It was claimed that faculty contributions are primarily motivated by
the desire to make their work easier to locate, utilize, and cite by other academics. According to
researchers Foster and Gibbons, professors withheld their work because of issues including
plagiarism and workplace disciplinary procedures (e.g., co-authoring or versioning). IR,
according to faculty members, entails additional work, such as developing metadata for uploaded
artifacts.
Kankanhalli, Tan, and Wei (2005) Included these criteria as determining contexts for
knowledge repository contributions. For example, trust is believing that a university or its users
have good intentions and competence. Concerns about collective results, membership, and
university allegiance are shown by faculty members' identification. Instead of "pro-sharing
norms," the IR literature refers to "pre-print culture," in which academics release peer-reviewed
versions of research publications to peers throughout the world before they have been peerreviewed.
Based on this assumption, Kim (2007) studied what motivates and what hinders faculty
participation in IR and came up with the extrinsic and intrinsic advantages of IR participation.
Accessibility, exposure, and reliability of papers in IRs are examples of extrinsic advantages, as
6

are professional recognition, institutional acknowledgment, and financial compensation.
Altruistic purpose and self-interest in the IR contribution are intrinsic advantages. IR
contributions are more expensive because of copyright concerns as well as the time and effort
they need. Kim also spoke on the importance of confidence and identity in an IR context. There
were more advantages than costs and context for 67 academics whose articles had been
submitted to a major US research university's IR.
Kim et al, (2007)studied variables that inspire or obstruct a faculty contribution to IR based on
this premise and identified the extraordinary and intrinsic advantages related to IR participation.
Extrinsic benefits are accessibility, advertising, and confidentiality of IR material, academic
recognition, and academic awards. The altruistic purpose and interests in the IR donation are all
intrinsic advantages. Cost factors pertain to the issues of copyright and the time and effort
necessary to contribute to IR.
Sinha and Bhattacharjee (2011) conducted a case study on Assam University in their article
and remarked on the necessity for improving IR. They highly proposed that an IR can serve as a
mechanism for the improvement of instructors, research researchers, and postgraduate/graduate
students by providing them with the opportunity to utilize, share, and disseminate their research
works.
Ammarukleart (2017) Multiple reasons for the effectiveness of university-based IRs were
presented in his Ph.D. thesis. He cites variables such as 'performance expectancy, “social
influence,' and ‘resistance to change' as major concerns for teachers at Thailand Research
University's usage of IRs.
Tmava and Miksa (2017) In their study, they looked at the factors that impact faculty
engagement in IRs and the limits of those factors. They described the challenges that faculty
members had throughout the submission procedure, which is one of the primary reasons for the
reduced usage of IRs. Samir (2017) conducted an open repository research study in Algeria,
Morocco, and Tunisia. He discovered that there was a lack of clarity about the open access
policy since the majority of them accessed the information by registering themselves. The study
called for the adoption of an open access policy, which would significantly improve OA
repositories in underdeveloped nations.
Iqbal and Ali (2017) researched the awareness and usage of open-access materials among
Cochin University of Science and Technology library users (CUSAT). They discovered
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difficulties that library users experience while interacting with OA resources, including screen
reading issues, a lack of software instruction guides, training, and a lack of search abilities.
Njagi and Namande (2018) looked at the status of IRs in Kenya's newly constituted institutions.
According to the statistics, all of the research libraries have active IRs. According to them,
librarians experienced numerous challenges while introducing university libraries, including a
lack of funds, a shortage of people, faculty reluctance to download their research, and a lack of
user awareness of the repository's existence and usage.
Mahanta (2020) did a study on the usage of knowledge and interaction technologies in the
libraries of Assam university. There are presently 51 university libraries, with 20 under
development and 49 without IRs. There have been no discoveries of IRs. He studied the use of
ICT. The availability and the hurdles to ICT infrastructure in university libraries are all
addressed in this study, including the levels of library automation, the status of IRs, and the
barriers. It was found that 40.5% of libraries have IRs, 20.6% have IRs and 38.9% are not
adopting them.
9. OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this research are•

To find out the relationship between copyright awareness and the use of IRs by teachers at
central universities of Assam.

•

To measure the relationship between altruism and the use of IRs by teachers at central
universities of Assam

•

To compare the relationship between trust factors and the use of IRs by teachers at central
universities of Assam

•

To examine the combined impact of copyright, altruism, and trust factors on central
university teachers’ use of IRs in Assam.

•

To evaluate the significance of copyright, altruism, and trust factors for teachers' use of
IRs at central universities of Assam.

10. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Teachers from Assam Central Universities were invited to participate in this survey through
email. This study used a random sampling method for the collection of primary data use have
prepared a questionnaire consisting of 5 sections:
a) Demographics
8

b) Use of IRs
c) Altruism factors
d) Teacher Trust Factor
e) Copyright
A questionnaire was distributed to 613 academics, and responses were received from 153 of
them. There was a total of 60 useable surveys. (See Table 1). Table 2 depicts the response pattern
by faculties. Academics from faculties based on social science make up the majority of the
sample, which is not surprising given that only the faculty of social science accounts for roughly
31% of responses. Table 3 illustrates the responder distribution according to academic status.
Table 1: Response Rate of Survey
Total Sample

613

Survey link clicked by

153

Survey not completed by

93

Non-Completion %

75%

Survey Completed by

60

Response %

10%

Figure 2: Respondents by Disciplines (n=60)
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Figure 3: Respondents by Professional Designation (n=60)
11. RESULTS
According to our study’s findings, the correlation between the two universities and respondent (use of IR
and copyright) they are statistically significant because the sig value is less than 0.05. and the use of IR
and copyright have a positive impact on Assam and Tezpur University.
The correlation between the two universities and respondents (use of IR and Altruism).Assam
University is statistically significant because the sig value is less than 0.05. and Tezpur University is not
statically significant because the significant value is greater than 0.05 than the use of IR and altruism have
a positive impact on the Assam and no impact onTezpur University.
The correlation between the two universities. and respondent (use of IR and Trust factor) they are
not statistically significant because the sig value is greater than 0.05. and the use of IR and Trust
factorshave no impact on the Assam and Tezpur University.
The correlation between the two universities Assam and Tezpur and respondents (use of IR,
copyright, Altruism and Trust factor). In Assam University, the use of IR, Copyright, and Altruism are
statically significant because the sig value is less than 0.05 and the use of IR and trust factor are not
statically significant. After all, the sig value is greater than 0.05.
The Coefficients table provides us with the necessary information to predict the use of IR on
copyright, altruism, and trust factor as well as determine whether the use of IR contributes statistically
significantly to the Silchar University and statistically not significantly to the Tezpur University.
[Assam university Use of IR = 5.313 + Copyright (0.44) + Altruism (0.55) + Trust factor (-0.008)
Tezpur university Use of IR = 2.186 + Copyright (0.84) + Altruism (0.094) + Trust factor (0.049)]
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Table 2: The use of IRs and copyright have no statistically significant connection by teachers at
central universities of Assam
Name of the University
Assam University, Silchar

Use of IR

Use of IR Copyright

Pearson Correlation

.405*

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

Copyright

Tezpur University

Use of IR

.029

N

29

29

Pearson Correlation

.405*

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

.029

N

29

29

Pearson Correlation

1

.769**

Sig. (2-tailed)

Copyright

.000

N

31

31

Pearson Correlation

.769**

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

N

31

31

Table 3: The use of IRs and Altruism have no statistically significant connection by teachers at
central universities of Assam
Name of the University
Assam University, Silchar

Use of IR

Altruism

Tezpur University

Use of IR

Use of IR Altruism

Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

1

N

29

.401*
.031
29

Pearson Correlation

.401

Sig. (2-tailed)
N

.031
29

29

Pearson Correlation

1

.288

*

Sig. (2-tailed)

Altruism

1

.116

N

31

31

Pearson Correlation

.288

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

.116

N

31

11

31

Table 4: The use of IRs and Trust factorhave no statistically significant connection by teachers
at central universities of Assam
Name of the University
Assam University, Silchar
Use of IR
Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Trust factor
Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Tezpur University
Use of IR
Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N
Trust factor
Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)
N

Use of IR
1
29
.255
.181
29
1

Trust factor
.255
.181
29
1

31
.183
.325
31

29
.183
.325
31
1
31

12. DISCUSSION
Northeastern Assam is home to a variety of academic institutions including public and private
institutions of higher learning. In order to make the data resources available in an open
environment more accessible, a few of them have begun developing IRs (IRs). DSpace is the
predominant programme used by the vast majority of them in the creation of their sites. Almost
all libraries report a shortage of qualified, dedicated employees to handle their IRs. Most central
university libraries' IRs have a self-archiving policy, however it is not required.
The study, based on a limited sample of survey data, looked at faculty knowledge of
freely accessible repositories and they're using them. Also examined were lobbying efforts and
the elements that may impact teacher motivation for IR contributions, which would lead to a
deposit in the IR. Over a third of respondents were found to be ignorant of open access or IR or
to be aware of it but uninvolved. As a result of this, most participants are supportive of the open
access movement and believe that making their work available through their university's IR is a
good thing. Faculty members who self-archive want free access for both themselves as authors
and their students as readers at both ends of the chain.
The study also looks at how different elements such as engagement in IRs affect that
involvement. Overall, benefit factors are more relevant than variables such as price and context.
Faculty members who anticipated contributing to IR in the future viewed self-archiving
favorably. Some of the faculty members' worries about IRs mirror how repositories have grown
in India, where IR has mostly been created to give academics a vehicle to make their articles
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more widely available through open access. Copyright and plagiarism are two major issues
people have with self-archiving. Researchers have worked hard on copyright and repository use
to make research results, especially published articles, more widely available.
Most journals enable authors to self-archive their papers after peer review, in the form of
the final manuscript that is provided by the author after all revisions have been completed (Swan
and Brown 2005). This must be communicated to academic institutions. IR promotion and
lobbying are required to emphasize the reasons for IR use and comfort academics who may be
concerned about potential deterrents to IR use. Consequently, the university's IR can give FAQs
on the following subjects to help participants to make an educated decision about depositing their
work: ownership of copyright, respect for the rights via Creative Commons license, plagiarism,
and file security.
Another observation is that participants may be unaware that their resources have already
been placed in the IR. So, authority can publicly acknowledge the content which has recently
been added to its resources
All faculty members who responded to this survey agreed to provide the repository with
copies of their academic work upon request from the university or research funder. Because IRs
exist to serve the institution and funding agencies rather than the individual researcher, some
institutions across the globe have adopted a mission as indicated in the Registry of Open Access
Repository Material Archiving Policies (ROARMAP).
13. SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The study's conclusions and recommendations are sent out as ideas and recommendations•

The university's administration should place a high priority on creating a robust ICT
infrastructure in the university libraries.

•

The library's hardware and software need to be constantly upgraded.

•

The library authority should set aside funds for the purchase of online e-resources such as
databases, books, journals, magazines, and other pertinent materials.

•

The library's annual budget should be increased to overcome the financial difficulties
associated with putting in place the repository.

•

Libraries could set up educational programs for their patrons on ICT-based services.

•

Libraries may educate their users on ICT-based services by offering instructional
programs.
13

•

The IR should be updated regularly to keep consumers informed.

•

IR should be brought to the attention of teachers in many ways, including seminars,
conferences, and orientation.

•

Teachers should be required to participate in the IR as a matter of course.

•

An IR might benefit teachers' professional lives, but they need to know about it.

•

During the self-archiving procedures and the procedure, the IR manager should assist the
educators.

•

From a global perspective, teachers should preserve a wider range of information than
only journal articles in the IR.

14. CONCLUSION
Universities, R&D organisations, higher educational institutions, foundations, and governments
have created thousands of repositories across the world. Current is a critical method for ensuring
that research publications, as well as research data and other critical research outputs, are housed,
networked, curated, and archived in a way that is available not just to current generation of
researchers, but also to future generations of researchers. Central universities in Northeast Assam
should embrace the open access movement and aid to encourage the usage of open access IRs,
since this would improve scholarly communication and allow them to reach a worldwide
audience without any barriers.
Computer, digital, and telecommunications advancements have altered the library
landscape. An IR is a digital repository for an institution's intellectual output that collects,
preserves, and disseminates digital information. The impact of IRs on library users and academic
communication demands has been enormous. Central University IRs of Assam are lacking to
fully utilize the capacity of an IR. A number of elements must be taken into consideration before
an IR can be successfully operate. To establish an IR at the institutions, main obstacles include
budgetary issues, lack of authority, lack of IT infrastructure and technical help and direction
from experts in the field. There is also a shortage of library space and preservation issues.
The findings revealed that, while the institution has developed a working IR, it is not
often updated, which has prompted teachers to be hesitant about participating in and using IR. As
a result, the contributors suggested that increased awareness programs about IR and its
advantages be organized for more teachers to get familiar with and comfortable with it.
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More than a third of faculty members who took part in the survey were either uninformed
of open access or IR, or they were aware but unconcerned about their presence, according to the
findings. Most contributors support the notion of making their research public through the
university's IR, even if it means using easy accessibility and IRs to do it. Teachers who have
archived their work wish to have unrestricted access to it both as writers and as readers. In
addition, the research examines a wide range of variables that influence IRs. Advantage elements
are more relevant than expenses or contextual factors in the study's overall conclusion. Some of
the advantages of self-archiving were agreed upon by the academics who wished to contribute to
the IR. Overall, academics who were encouraged to contribute to the IR recognized and were
generous in their research the benefits of self-archiving, such as enhanced accessibility and
visibility. Other exposures and accessibility benefits include greater chances to share research
results with colleagues, the possible effect of research efforts, and a broader public.
The goal of this study was to find out how much central university IRs of Assam
teachers knew and how much they participated in the deposit process. While the institution has
built a working IR, the results revealed that teachers were hesitant to participate in and utilize
the IR since it was not regularly updated. As a result, the researchers recommended putting on
more IR awareness programs to help instructors become more familiar with and comfortable
with the technology.
Because of advancements in computing, digital, and telecommunications technology, the
landscape of libraries has changed. When it comes to IRs, one of the most important roles is to
collect, preserve, and make available digital resources created by the institution itself. There has
been a significant impact of IRs on library users and meeting academic communication demands.
Both of the university libraries have created IRs, according to the study's results. Even though
the number of people working on creating IRs is limited, this effort continues.
IRs were built at the university with the help of funding from the state and federal
governments. The research was done to see what obstacles central universities libraries in Assam
could face while attempting to install IRs.Some elements are required for the successful
deployment of IRs. A lack of funding, lack of authority backing, a lack of IT infrastructure,
technical support gaps, a lack of adequate direction, a lack of high-speed internet connection, and
preservation issues were found to be key obstacles to the implementation of IRs in the current
study.
15

Increased exposure to scientific work depends greatly on the authors' understanding of
open access, as well as on the rapid access and accessibility of archives to writers. "Without
knowing the existence and benefits of Archives, the authors cannot self-archive. Participants in
this study had no prior knowledge of institutional deposits. Nearly two-thirds of those polled had
no idea if their university had one. The university library now collects and stores papers on
behalf of faculty members as a way of filling its repository. The reason for this apathy might be
in meetings and journals, papers are frequently published as post-prints after they have been
presented. As a result, professors may be completely ignorant that their work has already been
acquired by the library.
In this survey, each participant participated in the survey agrees to submit copies of his or
her academic work in the depot at the request of the institution or research founders. As stated in
the Registry of open access archiving material policies, many institutions worldwide have agreed
to this aim, as institutions and funding agencies do not have people but IRs (ROARMAP).
According to this study, the development of open access for a research-intensive university can
benefit from an institutional mandate.
The concept of digitization has boosted the attractiveness of research output in digital
format over print format. As a result, the requirement for IR to save scholarly information and
make it available to the research community at no cost is critical to the development of science.
The purpose of this study was to examine instructors' understanding of central university IRs of
Assam and their involvement in depositing. The findings revealed that, while the institution has
developed a working IR, it is not routinely updated, causing participants to be hesitant about
participating in and using the IR. As a result, the researchers recommend that more and more
awareness programmes regarding IR and its benefits be organised so that more instructors
become familiar with and comfortable using it.
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